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The extracellular matrix is a complex 3D network providing
support, mechanical input, and biochemical signals to
cells. Numerous studies have underlined the fact that the
matrix is essential for proper tissue functioning and
maintenance. During the aging process, the extracellular
matrix is altered, modified, and sometimes degraded,
resulting in local molecular changes that define new
information for the surrounding cells that change their
behavior to adapt to this new situation. This is notably
relevant for matrix fibrous proteins, which can accumulate
alterations, eventually resulting in functional failure with
pathological consequences.
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This Special Issue will consider research articles and
reviews about the processes leading to extracellular matrix
ageing and its consequences at the molecular, cellular,
tissular, or physiological levels.
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The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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